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New Books

Family Abolition: 
Capitalism and the Communizing 
of Care

M. E. O’Brien

What is the nature and role of the family under capitalism? 
While family is sometimes the only protection from the atomising 
domination of the wage, the market and the racial violence of the 
state, the meaning of ‘family’ is at best contested, and at worst 
describes a private horror of personal domination.

In this provocative book, M.E. O’Brien uncovers the story of 
radical proposals to abolish the institution of the family altogether, 
from the time of Marx and Engels to new queer and transgender 
communist visions. Going far beyond notions of ‘chosen family’, 
O’Brien maps the development of ideas about new forms of 
interpersonal kinship that can ensure our collective survival, raise 
children and care for the elderly, alongside new political kinships 
linking queer, Black and migrant struggles.

Drawing inspiration from the rich history of radical abolitionists, 
present-day examples of new queer communities, Black families 
navigating their existence and examples of communal social 
reproduction in extreme political situations, she explains how a 
concrete, hypothetical institution of a new communist ‘family’ could 
be achieved.

M.E. O’BRIEN is a leading voice of revolutionary queer politics. 
She works as a Community Oral History Coordinator at the 
New York Public Library, and is a core member of the editorial 
collective for Pinko magazine. Her work has been published in 
the book Transgender Marxism and the journal Endnotes.

A revolutionary rebuttal of the family under 
capitalism

Sociology

June 2022
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745343822
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745343839
192pp

The first book to be published 
on family abolition

For radical, queer and feminist 
readers finding new ways to 
imagine intimacy, care and 
community

For readers of Judith Butler, 
Holly Lewis and Shon Faye

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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New Books

Capitalism in the 21st Century:
Through the Prism of Value

Michael Roberts and Guglielmo Carchedi

Contemporary capitalism is always evolving. From digital 
technologies to cryptocurrencies, current trends in political economy 
are much discussed, but often little understood. So where can we 
turn for clarity? As Michael Roberts and Guglielmo Carchedi argue, 
new trends don’t necessarily call for new theory.

In Capitalism in the 21st Century, the authors show how Marx’s 
law of value explains numerous issues in our modern world. In both 
advanced economies and the periphery, value theory provides a 
piercing analytical framework through which we can approach topics 
as varied as labour, profitability, technology, the environment, the 
role of China, imperialism and the state.

This is an ambitious work that will appeal to both heterodox 
economists and labour movement activists alike, as it demonstrates 
the ongoing contemporary relevance of Marxist theory to current 
trends in political economy.

MICHAEL ROBERTS has worked in the City of London for 
over 30 years as an economist and financial adviser. He is 
author of several books including The Great Recession, The 
Long Depression and Marx 200. He blogs at thenextrecession.
wordpress.com.

GUGLIELMO CARCHEDI was Professor of Economics at 
Amsterdam University and is the author of several works 
including Frontiers of Political Economy, For Another Europe and 
Behind the Crisis.

A sweeping, authoritative and accessible overview 
of major issues in the global economy from a 
Marxist perspective

June 2022
Pb: £19.99 / ISBN: 9780745340883
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745340876
240pp

Looks at a number of highly 
topical concerns: AI, robots, 
trade protectionism and 
environmental degradation

Authors are major figures in 
the field of Marxist political 
economy

For readers of David Harvey, 
Alfredo Saad-Filho and Anwar 
Shaikh

Political Economy

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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New Books

Palm Oil:
The Grease of Empire

Max Haiven

Palm oil is a commodity like no other. Found in half of supermarket 
products, from food to cosmetics to plastics, it has shaped the world 
in which we live.

In Palm Oil: The Grease of Empire, Max Haiven tells a sweeping 
story that touches on everything from empire to art, from war to 
food, and from climate change to racial capitalism. By tracing the 
global history of this ubiquitous elixir we see how capitalism creates 
surplus populations: people made dependent on capitalist wages but 
denied the opportunity to earn them - a proportion of humanity that 
is growing in our age of racialised and neo-colonial dispossession.

Inspired by revolutionary writers like Eduardo Galeano, Saidiya 
Hartman, C. L. R. James and Rebecca Solnit, this kaleidoscopic and 
experimental book seeks to weave a story of the past in the present 
and the present in the past.

MAX HAIVEN is Research Chair in Culture, Media and Social 
Justice at Lakehead University, Canada. His books include 
Revenge Capitalism, Art after Money, Money after Art, Crises of 
Imagination, Crises of Power and The Radical Imagination.

The fascinating story of how palm oil defines our 
moment, and the limits of consumer-led activism

April 2022
Pb: £14.99 / ISBN: 9780745345826
128pp
Series: Vagabonds 

Part of the Vagabonds series of 
short, radical pamphlets 
fanning the flames of 
discontent

Palm oil is everywhere - 
estimated to be found in 50% of 
supermarket products

For readers of Peter Linebaugh, 
Sven Beckert, Jason Moore and 
Raj Patel

Capitalism

RIGHTS
World. All languages



New Books

Dream Lovers:
The Gamification of Relationships

Alfie Bown

We are in the middle of a ‘desirevolution’ - a fundamental and 
political transformation of the way we desire as human beings. 
Perhaps as always, new technologies - with their associated and 
inherited political biases - are organising and mapping the future. 
What we don’t seem to notice is that the primary way in which our 
lives are being transformed is through the manipulation and control 
of desire itself.

Our very impulses, drives and urges are ‘gamified’ to suit 
particular economic and political agendas, changing the way we 
relate to everything from lovers and friends to food and politicians. 
Digital technologies are transforming the subject at the deepest level 
of desire – re-mapping its libidinal economy - in ways never before 
imagined possible.

From sexbots to smart condoms, fitbits to VR simulators and 
AI to dating algorithms, the ‘love industries’ are at the heart of the 
future smart city and the social fabric of everyday life. This book 
considers these emergent technologies and what they mean for the 
future of love, desire, work and capitalism.

ALFIE BOWN is a Lecturer in Digital Media at Royal Holloway 
University London. He is a founding editor of 1968 Press and 
his journalism has appeared in Tribune, New Statesman, 
Paris Review and the Guardian. His other books include The 
Playstation Dreamworld and Post-Memes: Seizing the Memes of 
Production.

How (and why) are new technologies radically 
reshaping our desires?

March 2022
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745344874
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745344881
192pp
Series: Digital Barricades

Timely analysis as technology 
has come to mediate almost all 
interpersonal relationships 
during the pandemic

There is huge appetite for 
writing on the digital sex and 
love industries, as well as 
videogames and apps, from 
both an academic and popular 
readership

For readers of Jodi Dean, Slavoj 
ŽiŽek, Simon Critchley and 
McKenzie Wark

Digital Politics

RIGHTS
World. All languages



New Books

El Golpe:
US Labor, the CIA, and the Coup at 
Ford in Mexico

Rob McKenzie with Patrick Dunne

‘Early in my research, a friend with excellent knowledge of the 
United Auto Workers internal operations told me, “Don’t give up. 
They are hiding something”…’

It’s 1990, and US labour is being outsourced to Mexico. 
Rumours of a violent confrontation at the Mexican Ford Assembly 
plant on January 8 reach the United Auto Workers (UAW) union in 
the US: nine employees had been shot by a group of drunken thugs 
and gangsters, in an act of political repression which changed the 
course of Mexican and US workers’ rights forever.

Rob McKenzie was working at the Ford Twin Cities Assembly 
plant in Minnesota when he heard of the attack. He didn’t believe 
the official story, and began a years-long investigation to uncover the 
truth. His findings took him further than he expected – all the way 
to the doors of the CIA.

Virtually unknown outside of Mexico, the full story of ‘El 
Golpe’, or ‘The Coup’, is a dark tale of political intrigue that still 
resonates today.

ROB MCKENZIE worked at the Twin City Ford Assembly Plant 
in St. Paul, Minnesota as an assembler, electrician and full-
time union representative. In 1998 he became President of 
his United Auto Workers branch, and later was elected to the 
Minnesota State AFL-CIO Executive Board.

PATRICK DUNNE is a graduate in History from the University 
of Cambridge, with a dissertation on ‘The AFL-CIO and the 
Coup against Allende’.

True crime meets political thriller in an explosive 
exposé of US meddling in Mexico

February 2022
Pb: £14.99 / ISBN: 9780745345628
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745345635
288pp
Series: Wildcat

For fans of Oliver Stone’s 
documentaries, and readers of 
Richard Condon and Sarah 
Burns

Labour History

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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New Books

Platform Socialism:
How to Reclaim our Digital Future 
from Big Tech

James Muldoon

Whoever controls the platforms, controls the future. Platform 
Socialism sets out an alternative vision and concrete proposals for a 
digital economy that expands our freedom.

Powerful tech companies now own the digital infrastructure of 
twenty-first century social life. Masquerading as global community 
builders, these companies have developed sophisticated new 
techniques for extracting wealth from their users.

James Muldoon shows how grassroots communities and 
transnational social movements can take back control from Big 
Tech. He reframes the technology debate and proposes a host of new 
ideas, from the local to the international, for how we can reclaim the 
emancipatory possibilities of digital platforms. Drawing on sources 
from forgotten histories to contemporary prototypes, he proposes an 
alternative system and charts a roadmap for how we can get there.

JAMES MULDOON is a Senior Lecturer in Political Science 
at the University of Exeter, Head of Digital Research at 
Autonomy, and YouTube philosopher at Political Philosophy. 
He also works directly with digital businesses transitioning 
to fair work practices. His writing has appeared in the 
Guardian, Time magazine and the Huffington Post.

A bold new manifesto for digital technology after 
capitalism

January 2022
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745346953
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745346960
208pp

Special YouTube series to air on 
author’s channel ‘Political 
Philosophy’, which has 13k 
subscribers

For readers of Wendy Liu, Nick 
Srnicek and Shoshana Zuboff

Media Studies

RIGHTS
World. All languages



9PLUTO PRESS / PLUTOBOOKS.COM

New Books

The Solutions are Already Here:
Strategies for Ecological Revolution 
from Below

Peter Gelderloos

Are alternative energies and Green New Deals enough to deliver 
environmental justice? Peter Gelderloos argues that international 
governmental responses to the climate emergency are structurally 
incapable of solving the crisis. But there is hope.

Across the world, grassroots networks of local communities 
are working to realise their visions of an alternative revolutionary 
response to planetary destruction, often pitted against the new 
megaprojects promoted by greenwashed alternative energy 
infrastructures and the neocolonialist, technocratic policies that are 
the forerunners of the Green New Deal.

Gelderloos interviews food sovereignty activists in Venezuela, 
Indigenous communities reforesting their lands in Brazil and 
anarchists fighting biofuel plantations in Indonesia, looking at the 
battles that have cancelled airports, stopped pipelines, and helped 
the most marginalised to fight borders and environmental racism, to 
transform their cities, to win a dignified survival.

PETER GELDERLOOS is a writer and movement participant. 
He is the author of How Nonviolence Protects the State, Anarchy 
Works and Worshiping Power: An Anarchist View of Early State 
Formation. He has contributed chapters to anthologies 
Keywords for Radicals and Riots and Militant Occupations.

As the climate crisis worsens, we must look to 
revolutionary strategy for justice

February 2022
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745345116
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745345123
272pp

A powerful antidote to state 
interventions including Green 
New Deals

Peter Gelderloos is a 
figurehead of contemporary 
anarchist movements 

For readers of Mike Davis, 
Murray Bookchin and Naomi 
Klein

Environmental Politics

RIGHTS
World. All languages exc. 
Catalan, Indonesian, Portuguese 
and Spanish 
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New Books

Revolutionary Berlin: 
A Walking Guide

Nathaniel Flakin

Few European cities can boast a history as storied and tumultuous as 
that of Berlin. For more than 150 years it has been at the centre of 
revolutionary politics; of era-defining struggles between the Left and 
the Right. It has been bombed, rebuilt and carved in two.

In Revolutionary Berlin, veteran tour guide Nathaniel Flakin 
invites you to stand in the places where this history was written, 
and to follow in the footsteps of those who helped write it. Through 
nine self-guided tours illustrated with maps and photographs, 
readers enter the heady world of 19th century anti-colonial struggles, 
the 1918 November Revolution and the 1987 May Day riots — 
encountering the city’s workers, queer community and radical 
women along the way.

The first English-language guidebook to tell the story of Berlin’s 
radical history, this is a must-have for Berliners and visitors alike.

NATHANIEL FLAKIN is a freelance journalist and historian 
based in Berlin. He is the author of Martin Monath: A Jewish 
Resistance Fighter Among Nazi Soldiers.

An immersive radical walking guide to one of 
Europe’s most popular cities

April 2022
Pb: £14.99 / ISBN: 9780745346410
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745346427
272pp

The first radical walking guide 
to Berlin

Berlin is one of Europe’s top 
tourist destinations - visited by 
14 million people in 2019

Author is a veteran Berlin tour 
guide and respected historian

10

Travel Guides

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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New Books

Nuclear Flashpoint: 
The War Over Kashmir

Farhan Chak

The territory of Jammu and Kashmir is one of the most politically 
contested and heavily militarised spaces on the planet. It has long 
been presented as an ‘internal dispute’, mainly by India, in attempts 
to sustain power through the project of settler colonialism. In this 
context, Kashmiri voices are rarely heard and so the conflict remains 
little understood, with a resolution nowhere in sight.

In Nuclear Flashpoint, Farhan Chak reveals how the history, 
culture, identity and the will of the people of Kashmir has been 
deliberately obscured to suit ideological agendas. He explores six 
unique time frames in Kashmiri history - from ancient Kashmir, 
through the British Raj, to present day. Asking ‘who is a Kashmiri?’, 
Chak reviews major misconceptions and exposes how vested interests 
articulate and interpret them.

Centring the voices and the experiences of Kashmiri Muslims 
throughout the book, Chak shines a light on their long quest for 
independence, and a cycle of revolt that continues in resistance 
movements today. A vital corrective to the shallow analyses that 
predominate, Nuclear Flashpoint ultimately shows us that Kashmiri 
voices will no longer be silenced.

FARHAN CHAK is the Secretary-General of Kashmir Civitas, 
an international civil society NGO committed to ending the 
military occupation of the disputed territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir. He is Associate Professor of Gulf Studies at Qatar 
University and author of Islam and Pakistan’s Political Culture.

An alternative account of the Kashmir conflict 
centring the voices of the Kashmiris

June 2022
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745346168
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745346175
208pp

The first book on Kashmir to be 
published since the dramatic 
political eruptions of 2019

An original contribution to the 
growing field of Kashmir 
studies

For readers of Arundhati Roy, 
Fozia Lone and Ather Zia

Asian Politics

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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New Books

Exploring the conflict between China’s rapid 
modernisation and the west, as well as its own 
traditional values

Utopia and Modernity in China:
Contradictions in Transition

Edited by David Margolies and Qing Cao

The contradictions of modernisation run through the whole of 
modern Chinese history. The abundance of manufactured goods 
being sold in the west attests to China’s industrial revolution, but 
this capitalist vision of ‘utopia’ sits uneasily with traditional Chinese 
values. It is also in conflict with the socialism that has been the 
bedrock of Chinese society since the foundation of the People’s 
Republic in 1949.

Utopia and Modernity in China examines the conflicts inherent in 
China’s attempt to achieve a ‘utopia’ by advancing production and 
technology. Through the lenses of literature, arts, law, the press and 
the environment, the contributors interrogate the contradictions of 
modernisation in Chinese society and its fundamental challenges.

By unpicking both China’s vision of utopia and its realities and 
the increasing tension between traditional Chinese values and those 
of the west, this book offers a unique insight into the cultural forces 
that are part of reshaping today’s China.

DAVID MARGOLIES is Emeritus Professor of English at 
Goldsmiths, University of London. He is the author of 
Shakespeare’s Irrational Endings: The Problem Plays and edited 
Culture as Politics: Selected Writings of Christopher Caudwell. 

QING CAO is Associate Professor in the School of Modern 
Languages and Cultures at the University of Durham. He 
is the author of China under Western Gaze, and co-editor of 
Discourse, Politics and Media in Contemporary China and Brand 
China in the Media.

February 2022
Hb: £60 / ISBN: 9780745341583
176pp

Looks at China’s modernisation 
through the oft-neglected lens 
of arts and literature

Most contributors are Chinese, 
offering a nuanced view of this 
contested subject

Cultural Studies

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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New Books

13

The Struggle for Hegemony in 
Pakistan:
Fear, Desire and Revolutionary 
Horizons

Aasim Sajjad Akhtar

The collapse of neoliberal hegemony in the western world following 
the financial crash of 2007-8 and subsequent rise of right-wing 
authoritarian personalities has been described as a crisis of ‘the 
political’ in western societies. But the crisis must be seen as global, 
rather than focusing on the west alone.

Pakistan is experiencing rapid financialisation and rapacious 
capture of natural resources, overseen by the country’s military 
establishment and state bureaucracy. Under their watch, trading 
and manufacturing interests, property developers and a plethora of 
mafias have monopolised the provision of basic needs like housing, 
water and food, whilst also feeding conspicuous consumption by a 
captive middle-class.

Aasim Sajjad-Akhtar explores neoliberal Pakistan, looking at 
digital technology in enhancing mass surveillance, commodification 
and atomisation, as well as resistance to the state and capital. 
Presenting a new interpretation of our global political-economic 
moment, he argues for an emancipatory political horizon embodied 
by the ‘classless’ subject.

AASIM SAJJAD AKHTAR is Associate Professor of Political 
Economy at the National Institute of Pakistan Studies, 
Quaid-i-Azam University, Pakistan. He is the author of three 
books, most recently The Politics of Common Sense: State, Society 
and Culture in Pakistan. He writes for DAWN, one of Pakistan’s 
leading newspapers.

An astute look at how neoliberalism is ravaging the 
postcolonial world through the lens of Pakistan

April 2022
Pb: £19.99 / ISBN: 9780745346663
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745346670
176pp

Author is a passionate activist 
and academic, with 
connections across the world

Covers hot button political 
issues including climate 
change, the ‘war on terror’ and 
right-wing populism

Political Economy

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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New Books

A nuanced and highly original anarchistic 
interpretation of Islam, and Islamic interpretation 
of anarchism

Islam and Anarchism:
Relationships and Resonances

Mohamed Abdou

Discourse around Muslims and Islam all too often lapses into 
a false dichotomy of Orientalist and fundamentalist tropes. A 
popular reimagining of Islam is urgently needed. Yet it is a perhaps 
unexpected political philosophical tradition that has the most to 
offer in this pursuit: anarchism.

Islam and Anarchism is a highly original and interdisciplinary 
work, which simultaneously disrupts two commonly held beliefs 
- that Islam is necessarily authoritarian and capitalist; and that 
anarchism is necessarily anti-religious and anti-spiritual. Deeply 
rooted in key Islamic concepts and textual sources, and drawing 
on radical Indigenous, Islamic anarchistic and social movement 
discourses, Abdou proposes ‘Anarcha-Islam’.

Constructing a decolonial, non-authoritarian and non-
capitalist Islamic anarchism, Islam and Anarchism philosophically 
and theologically challenges the classist, sexist, racist, ageist, 
queerphobic and ableist inequalities in both post- and neo-colonial 
societies like Egypt, and settler-colonial societies such as Canada and 
the USA.

MOHAMED ABDOU is a North African-Egyptian Muslim 
anarchist activist-scholar. He is currently a Visiting Scholar 
at Cornell University and an Assistant Professor of Sociology 
at the American University of Cairo. His twenty years of 
activist research and experience centres on Palestinian, 
Indigenous, Black, and people of colour liberation, and draws 
on the Indigenous Zapatista movement in Chiapas, Mexico, 
as well as his participation in the Egyptian uprisings of 2011.

February 2022
Pb: £19.99 / ISBN: 9780745341927
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745341910
272pp

Offers a decolonial framework 
‘Anarcha-Islam’, that debunks 
the prevalent Orientalist and 
fundamentalist caricatures of 
Muslims and Islam

Mohamed Abdou is uniquely 
positioned with a deep 
understanding of Islamic 
thought and theology, and the 
anarchist tradition

Anarchism

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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New Books

The Suspect:
Counterterrorism, Islam and the 
Security State

Rizwaan Sabir
Foreword by Hicham Yezza
Afterword by Aamer Anwar

What impact has two-decades worth of policing and 
counterterrorism had on the state of mind of Muslims in Britain? 
The Suspect draws on the author’s lived experiences of being suspected 
of terrorism to take the reader on a journey through British 
counterterrorism practices and the policing of Muslims.

Rizwaan Sabir describes what led to his arrest for suspected 
terrorism, his time in detention, and the surveillance he was 
subjected to on release from custody, including stop and search at 
the roadside, detentions at the border, and monitoring by police and 
government departments throughout his research.

Writing publicly for the first time about the traumatising 
mental health effects of these experiences, he argues that these 
harmful outcomes are not the result of errors in government 
planning, but the consequences of using a counterinsurgency warfare 
approach to surveillance. If we are to break this injustice, we need to 
resist counterterrorism policy and practice.

RIZWAAN SABIR is a lecturer in Criminology at Liverpool 
John Moores University. He has briefed the Shadow Home 
Secretary on the Prevent strategy, and has appeared widely 
on radio and television including BBC News and Sky News. 
He was arrested unlawfully in 2008 under terrorism charges 
for downloading ‘the Al Qaeda Training Manual’ as part of his 
academic research.

Echoes of Kandahar on the streets of Britain 
– how counterinsurgency in the Middle East is 
applied at home

March 2022
Pb: £18.99 / ISBN: 9780745338484
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745338491
240pp

Taps into current political 
debates on British counter-
terrorism strategies: CONTEST 
and its components Prevent 
and Pursue

Rizwaan Sabir was arrested in 
2008 on suspicion of being a 
terrorist, bringing an urgency 
and authenticity to the text

Rizwaan Sabir will speak on a 
book tour of universities, 
community spaces, libraries 
and bookshops in Britain

Terrorism

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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Recently Published

The Brutish Museums:
The Benin Bronzes, Colonial Violence 
and Cultural Restitution

Dan Hicks

*New York Times ‘Best Art Books’ 2020* 

Walk into any Western museum today and you will see the curated 
spoils of Empire. They sit behind plate glass: dignified, tastefully lit. 
Accompanying pieces of card offer a name, date and place of origin. 
They do not mention that the objects are all stolen.

Few artefacts embody this history of rapacious and extractive 
colonialism better than the Benin Bronzes - a collection of thousands 
of metal plaques and sculptures depicting the history of the Royal 
Court of the Obas of Benin City, Nigeria. Pillaged during a British 
naval attack in 1897, the loot was passed on to Queen Victoria, the 
British Museum and countless private collections.

The Brutish Museums sits at the heart of a heated debate about 
cultural restitution, repatriation and the decolonisation of museums. 
Since its first publication, museums across the western world have 
begun to return their Bronzes to Nigeria, heralding a new era in the 
way we relate to the objects of empire we once took for granted.

DAN HICKS is Professor of Contemporary Archaeology at 
the University of Oxford, Curator at the Pitt Rivers Museum, 
and a Fellow of St Cross College, Oxford. He was awarded the 
2017 Rivers Memorial Medal by the Royal Anthropological 
Institute, and was Visiting Professorat the musée du quai 
Branly Jacques-Chirac in Paris in 2017-18. Dan has published 
eight books including The Cambridge Companion to Historical 
Archaeology (CUP, 2006).

The book that changed the conversation on the 
contemporary museum

October 2021
Pb: £12.99 / ISBN: 9780745346229
Previous ISBN: 9780745341767
368pp

Published off the back of 
glowing reviews from all the 
major broadsheets

Over 10,000 copies of the 
hardback sold

Written by a curator of the Pitt 
Rivers Museum which holds 
one of the largest collections of 
Benin Bronzes

Cultural Studies

RIGHTS
Rights sold: Chinese (simplified 
characters), Korean, Turkish
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Recently Published

Transgender Marxism

Edited by Jules Joanne Gleeson 
and Elle O’Rourke
Foreword by Jordy Rosenberg

The first collection of its kind, Transgender Marxism is a provocative 
and groundbreaking union of transgender studies and Marxist 
theory.

Exploring trans lives and movements, the authors delve into the 
experience of surviving as transgender considering the totality of 
gendered experience under capitalism. They explore the pressures, 
oppression and state persecution faced by trans people living in 
capitalist societies, how they survive the damage done through their 
tenuous position in the workplace and the home, and give a powerful 
response to right wing scaremongering against ‘gender ideology’.

Reflecting on the relations between gender and labour, they 
show how antagonisms faced by gender non-conforming people 
are structured within society. Looking at the history of transgender 
movements, historical materialist interventions into developmental 
theory, psychoanalytic speculation and workplace ethnography, the 
authors ultimately conclude that for trans liberation, capitalism 
must be abolished.

JULES JOANNE GLEESON is a writer, comedian and 
historian. She has published essays in outlets including 
Viewpoint Magazine, Invert Journal and VICE, and performed 
internationally at a wide range of communist and queer 
cultural events.

ELLE O’ROURKE is a political economist and gender theorist 
currently researching critical theories of financialisation. 
She is co-founder of New Socialist, a magazine of left thought 
and commentary, where she serves as economics co-editor.

A watershed moment in transgender theory

May 2021
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745341668
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745341651
256pp

‘Transmarxism’ is a brand-new 
theory that will inspire trans 
activists and radical allies 
worldwide

A powerful tool to arm against 
transphobia and empower a 
generation

Includes writing from a diverse 
group of trans scholars, 
activists and survivors

Crossover

RIGHTS
Rights sold: Portuguese 
(Brazil)
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Recently Published

A People’s Green New Deal

Max Ajl

‘Ajl guides us with an authority steeped in scholarship but also 
with panache. If you really want to learn what’ll be necessary for our 
species to survive climate apocalypse, read this book. You’ll then 
know the ways by which humanity’s very fate can be won’
ROB WALLACE, author of Dead Epidemiologists: On the Origins of 
COVID-19 (Monthly Review Press, 2020)

The idea of a Green New Deal was launched into popular 
consciousness by US Congressperson Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez in 
2018. Evocative of the far-reaching ambitions of its namesake, it 
has become a watchword in the current era of global climate crisis. 
But its new ubiquity brings ambiguity: what - and for whom - is the 
Green New Deal?

In this concise and urgent book, Max Ajl provides an overview of 
the various mainstream Green New Deals. Critically engaging with 
their proponents, ideological underpinnings and limitations, he goes 
on to sketch out a radical alternative: a ‘People’s Green New Deal’ 
committed to degrowth, anti-imperialism and agro-ecology.

Ajl diagnoses the roots of the current socio-ecological crisis as 
emerging from a world-system dominated by the logics of capitalism 
and imperialism. Resolving this crisis, he argues, requires nothing 
less than an infrastructural and agricultural transformation in the 
Global North, and the industrial convergence between North and 
South. As the climate crisis deepens and the literature on the subject 
grows, A People’s Green New Deal contributes a distinctive perspective 
to the debate.

MAX AJL has a PhD in Development Sociology from Cornell 
University. He has written for Monthly Review, Jacobin and 
Viewpoint. He has contributed to a number of journals, 
including the Journal of Peasant Studies, Review of African 
Political Economy and Globalizations.

An urgent demand for a ‘People’s Green New Deal’, 
foregrounding global agricultural transformation 
and climate justice for the Global South

May 2021
Pb: £14.99 / ISBN: 9780745341750
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745341743
160pp

A provocative, original and 
timely assessment of 
mainstream ‘Green New Deal’ 
proposals, and the political 
climate within which they have 
emerged

Argues for a radical alternative, 
‘People’s Green New Deal’ 
committed to degrowth, 
anti-imperialism, and 
agro-ecology

Deals with the proposals put 
forward by the Labour Party 
and Democratic Socialists of 
America

Politics
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Recently Published

September 2021
Pb: £9.99 / ISBN: 9780745341828
160pp
Series: Outspoken by Pluto  

Young people are increasingly 
anxious about climate 
catastrophe. This book is a tool 
to help them feel empowered

Shows how Extinction 
Rebellion and similar groups 
have failed, and what we need 
to do next

For readers of Greta Thunberg, 
Naomi Klein and Ann Pettifor

Politics

Burnt:
Fighting for Climate Justice

Chris Saltmarsh

Time is up. The climate crisis is no longer a future to be feared, but a 
devastating reality. We see it in the wildfires in California and floods 
across Britain - the ‘once in a generation’ extreme weather events 
that now happen every year.

In a world where those in charge are constantly letting us down, 
real change in our lifetime means taking power into our own hands. 
The task ahead of us is daunting, but the emergence of a new wave 
of movements focused on climate justice, equality and solidarity also 
brings hope.

Asking how we have arrived at this moment, Chris Saltmarsh 
argues that the profoundly political nature of the environmental 
crisis has been relentlessly downplayed. After all, how can solar 
panels save us while capitalism places profit over the future of 
the planet? Analysing the failures of NGOs, the limitations of 
Extinction Rebellion and Youth Strikes, the role of trade unions, and 
the possibilities of a Green New Deal, Burnt issues a powerful call for 
a radical collective movement: saving the world is not enough; we 
must build a better one in the process.

CHRIS SALTMARSH is co-founder of Labour for a Green New 
Deal. He has written for a wide range of media including 
Novara Media, Tribune, Jacobin, the Ecologist, openDemocracy, 
VICE and New Internationalist.

The climate crisis keeps getting worse. We need to 
rethink how we fight the most important battle of 
our lives

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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Recently Published

The Warehouse:
Workers and Robots at Amazon

Alessandro Delfanti

‘Work hard, have fun, make history’ proclaims the slogan on the 
walls of Amazon’s warehouses. This cheerful message hides a reality 
of digital surveillance, aggressive anti-union tactics and disciplinary 
layoffs. Reminiscent of the tumult of early industrial capitalism, 
the hundreds of thousands of workers who help Amazon fulfil 
consumers’ desire are part of an experiment in changing the way we 
all work.

In this book, Alessandro Delfanti takes readers inside Amazon’s 
warehouses to show how technological advancements and 
managerial techniques subdue the workers rather than empower 
them, as seen in the sensors that track workers’ every movement 
around the floor and algorithmic systems that re-route orders to 
circumvent worker sabotage. He looks at new technologies including 
robotic arms trained by humans and augmented reality goggles, 
showing that their aim is to standardise, measure and discipline 
human work rather than replace it.

Despite its innovation, Amazon will always need living labour’s 
flexibility and low cost. And as the warehouse is increasingly 
automated, worker discontent increases. Striking under the banner 
‘we are not robots’, employees have shown that they are acutely 
aware of such contradictions. The only question remains: how long 
will it be until Amazon’s empire collapses?

ALESSANDRO DELFANTI teaches Digital Media at the 
University of Toronto. He is the author of Biohackers: The 
Politics of Open Science (Pluto, 2013).

Amazon’s despotic automation and surveillance 
technologies may well be its downfall

October 2021
Pb: £17.99 / ISBN: 9780745342177
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745342160
208pp

International interest in 
Amazon is at an all-time high 
as the company dominates the 
headlines

Author has spent years 
conducting rich empirical 
research within Amazon’s 
warehouses and interviewing 
its employees

For readers of Nick Srnicek, 
Paul Mason and Adam 
Greenfield

Sociology
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21

Such, Such Were the Joys:
A Graphic Novel

George Orwell
Adapted by Sean Michael Wilson
Illustrated by Jaime Huxtable

‘A masterpiece of comic book writing’
RICHARD BLAIR, Patron of the Orwell Society

One of the most famous writers of all time, George Orwell’s life 
played a huge part in his understanding of the world. A constant 
critic of power and authority, the roots of Animal Farm and 1984 
began to grow in his formative years as a pupil at a strict private 
school in Eastbourne. His essay Such, Such Were The Joys recounts the 
ugly realities of the regime to which pupils were subjected in the 
name of class prejudice, hierarchy and imperial destiny.

This graphic novel vividly brings his experiences at school to life. 
As Orwell earned his place through scholarship rather than wealth, 
he was picked on by both staff and richer students. The violence 
of his teachers and the shame he experienced on a daily basis leap 
from the pages, conjuring up how this harsh world looked through 
a child’s innocent eyes while juxtaposing the mature Orwell’s 
ruminations on what such schooling says about society.

Today, as the private school and class system endure, this is a 
vivid reminder that the world Orwell sought to change is still with us.

GEORGE ORWELL was the pen name of Eric Arthur Blair (1903 
- 1950), one of the most well known writers of the 20th century.

SEAN MICHAEL WILSON is a multi-award-winning comic book 
writer. He has written over 40 books, including an illustrated 
Tao Te Ching (Shambhala, 2018), and co-authored Many Not the 
Few (New Internationalist, 2019), with a foreword by Jeremy 
Corbyn, and Parecomic (Seven Stories, 2013), with a foreword 
by Noam Chomsky.

JAIME HUXTABLE is a cartoonist/illustrator based in West 
Sussex. His works include: G Bear & Jammo and Makers of 
Monsters.

A graphic novel bringing to life Orwell’s dramatic 
formative experiences

August 2021
Pb: £12.99 / ISBN: 9780745345925
112pp
Fully illustrated (b/w)

Sean Michael Wilson has won 
or been nominated for 
numerous awards including 
the Eisner Book Award 2016

There is a huge and growing 
market for graphic novels

For readers of Bryan and Mary 
Talbot, Kate Evans and Shigeru 
Mizuki

Graphic Novel

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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Crude Britannia:
How Oil Shaped a Nation

James Marriott and Terry Macalister

‘Has a richness of detail that is just delicious’
ADITYA CHAKRABORTTY

Taking the reader on a journey from North East Scotland, 
Merseyside and South Wales to the Thames Estuary and London, 
this is the story of Britain’s oil-drenched past, present and future; of 
a black gold empire built on financial power, political meddling and 
environmental destruction.

For decades, BP and Shell extracted the minerals, finance and 
skills of the UK. Working behind the scenes, Big Oil profoundly 
influenced the country’s culture. Then, at the start of the 21st 
century, the tide seemed to go out - Britain’s refineries were quietly 
closed; the North Sea oilfields declined. Now, while the country goes 
through the seismic upheavals of Brexit and the climate emergency, 
many believe the age of oil to be over. But is it?

The authors speak to oil company executives and traders, as 
well as refinery workers, filmmakers and musicians, activists and 
politicians, putting real people at the heart of a compelling story.

JAMES MARRIOTT is the co-author of The Oil Road (Verso, 2012) 
and The Next Gulf (Constable, 2005).

TERRY MACALISTER is the former Energy Editor of the Guardian.

This is the story of how Big Oil shaped the UK

Politics

May 2021
Hb: £20 / ISBN: 9780745341095
304pp

A new modern history of 
Britain, comparable to Dominic 
Sandbrook’s Never Had It So 
Good and Andy Beckett’s When 
the Lights Went Out

From the co-author of the 
bestselling The Oil Road and a 
former Guardian energy editor

The authors gain access to the 
homes of the most secretive 
oilmen, including the former 
chief executive of Shell as well 
as Britain’s wealthiest oil 
traders

RIGHTS
Rights sold: Chinese (simplified 
characters)
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Unsilencing Gaza:
Reflections on Resistance

Sara Roy

Gaza, the centre of Palestinian nationalism and resistance to the 
occupation, is the linchpin of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
the key to its resolution. Since 2005, Israel has deepened the 
isolation of the territory, severing it almost completely from its most 
vital connections to the West Bank, Israel and beyond, and has 
deliberately shattered its economy, transforming Palestinians from a 
people with political rights into a humanitarian problem.

Sara Roy unpacks this process, looking at US foreign policy 
towards the Palestinians, as well as analysing the trajectory of Israeli 
policy toward Gaza, which became a series of punitive approaches 
meant not only to contain the Hamas regime but weaken Gazan 
society.

Roy also reflects on Gaza’s ruination from a Jewish perspective 
and discusses the connections between Gaza’s history and her 
own as a child of Holocaust survivors. This book, a follow up from 
the renowned Failing Peace, comes from one of the world’s most 
acclaimed writers on the region.

SARA ROY is a Senior Research Scholar at the Center 
for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard University. A 
distinguished political economist, she has written 
extensively on the Palestinian economy and has documented 
its decline over the last three decades. She is the author of 
Failing Peace: Gaza and the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (Pluto, 
2006).

Palestinians refuse to be silenced and their 
struggle must not be ignored

June 2021
Pb: £19.99 / ISBN: 9780745341378
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745341361
304pp

Follows directly on from the 
author’s previous classic book, 
Failing Peace (Pluto, 2006)

Sara Roy is a Harvard scholar 
and one of the most respected 
writers on the issue in the 
world today

A corrective to a 
misunderstood situation, 
based on rigorous scholarship, 
fieldwork and analysis over 
more than three decades

Middle East

RIGHTS
World. All languages
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Anarchism and the Black Revolution:
The Definitive Edition

Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin

Anarchism and the Black Revolution first connected Black radical 
thought to anarchist theory in 1979. Now amidst a rising tide of 
Black political organising, this foundational classic written by a key 
figure of the Civil Rights movement is republished with a wealth of 
original material for a new generation.

Anarchist theory has long suffered from a whiteness problem. 
This book places its critique of both capitalism and racism firmly 
at the centre of the text. Making a powerful case for the building of 
a Black revolutionary movement that rejects sexism, homophobia, 
militarism and racism, Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin counters the lies 
and distortions about anarchism spread by its left- and right-wing 
opponents alike.

New material includes an interview with writer and activist 
William C. Anderson, as well as new essays, and a contextualising 
biography of the author’s inspiring life.

LORENZO KOM’BOA ERVIN is an American writer, activist 
and black anarchist. He is a former member of SNCC, the 
Black Panther Party and Concerned Citizens for Justice. 
Following an attempt to frame him on weapons charges 
and for threatening the life of a Ku Klux Klan leader, Ervin 
hijacked a plane to Cuba in February 1969. While in Cuba, 
and later Czechoslovakia, Ervin grew disillusioned with the 
authoritarianism of state socialism. Captured by the CIA 
in Eastern Europe, he was extradited to the US, put on trial 
and sentenced to life in prison in 1970. He was introduced to 
anarchism whilst in prison, inspiring him to write Anarchism 
and the Black Revolution in 1979. Released after 15 years, Ervin 
remains politically active.

A revolutionary classic and the defining statement 
of Black anarchism

October 2021
Pb: £19.99 / ISBN: 9780745345819
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745345802
304pp
Series: Black Critique

Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin is a 
living legend of the Black 
Liberation struggle and will be 
involved in promoting the book

This definitive edition includes 
a wealth of new material

For readers of Malcolm X, 
Angela Davis and Cedric 
Robinson

Sociology
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Augmented Exploitation:
Artificial Intelligence, Automation 
and Work

Edited by Phoebe Moore 
and Jamie Woodcock

Artificial intelligence is a seemingly neutral technology, but it is 
increasingly used to manage workforces and make decisions to 
hire and fire employees. Its proliferation in the workplace gives 
the impression of a fairer, more efficient system of management. A 
machine can’t discriminate, after all.

Augmented Exploitation explores the reality of the impact of AI 
on workers’ lives. While the consensus is that AI is a completely 
new way of managing a workplace, the authors show that on the 
contrary, AI is used as most technologies are used under capitalism: 
as a smokescreen that hides the deep exploitation of workers on 
many levels.

Going beyond platform work and the gig economy, the 
authors explore emerging forms of algorithmic governance and 
AI-augmented apps that have been developed to utilise innovative 
ways to collect data about workers and consumers, as well as to keep 
wages and worker representation under control. They also show that 
workers are not taking this lying down, providing case studies of 
new and exciting forms of resistance that are springing up across the 
globe.

PHOEBE MOORE is Associate Professor of Political Economy 
and Technology based at the University of Leicester School of 
Business and a Research Fellow at the Social Science Center 
Berlin (WZB). Her most recent book is The Quantified Self in 
Precarity: Work, Technology and What Counts (Routledge, 2018).

JAMIE WOODCOCK is a researcher based in London. He is 
the author of The Gig Economy (Polity Press, 2019), Marx at 
the Arcade (Haymarket, 2019), and Working the Phones (Pluto, 
2016). His research focuses on labour, work, the gig economy, 
platforms, resistance, organising and video games.

Artificial intelligence should be changing society 
for the better, not reinforcing capitalist notions 
of work

March 2021
Pb: £19.99 / ISBN: 9780745343495
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745343501
176pp

A topic that affects billions of 
lives across the world that is 
becoming central in labour 
discourse

AI has attracted widespread 
media attention, but remains 
under-researched from an 
empirically grounded and 
work-focused perspective

Sociology
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The Experience Society:
Consumer Capitalism Rebooted

Steven Miles

Airbnb, gaming, escape rooms, major sporting events: contemporary 
capitalism no longer demands we merely consume things, but that 
we buy experiences. This book is concerned with the social, cultural 
and personal implications of this shift.

The technologically-driven world we live in is no closer to 
securing the utopian ideal of a leisure society. Instead, the pursuit 
of leisure is often an attempt to escape our everyday existence. 
Exploring examples including sport, architecture, travel and social 
media, Steven Miles investigates how consumer culture has colonised 
‘experiences’, revealing the ideological and psycho-social tensions at 
the heart of the ‘experience society’.

This first critical analysis of the experience economy sheds light 
on capitalism’s ever more sophisticated infiltration of the everyday.

STEVEN MILES is Professor in Sociology at Manchester 
Metropolitan University. He is the author of five books 
including Consumerism as a Way of Life (Sage, 1998) Spaces for 
Consumption (Sage, 2004) and Retail and the Artifice of Social 
Change (Routledge, 2016). He is Editor-in-Chief of the Journal 
of Consumer Culture.

What is the consequence of commodifying 
experiences?

January 2021
Pb: £19.99 / ISBN: 9780745338699
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745338705
208pp

A distinctive analysis of 
consumer culture shifting from 
the consumption of things to 
the consumption of experience, 
with case studies on sport, 
leisure and work

Author is an expert on 
consumer culture

Assesses the impact of 
Covid-19 on the ‘experience 
society’

Sociology
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Right Across the World:
The Global Networking of the Far-
Right and the Left Response

John Feffer

In a post-Trump world, the right is still very much in power. 
Significantly more than half the world’s population currently lives 
under some form of right-wing populist or authoritarian rule. 
Today’s autocrats are, at first glance, a diverse band of brothers. 
But religious, economic, social and environmental differences aside, 
there is one thing that unites them - their hatred of the liberal, 
globalised world. This unity is their strength, and through control 
of government, civil society and the digital world they are working 
together across borders to stamp out the left.

In comparison, the liberal left commands only a few 
disconnected islands - Iceland, Mexico, New Zealand, South 
Korea, Spain and Uruguay. So far they have been on the defensive, 
campaigning on local issues in their own countries. This narrow 
focus underestimates the resilience and global connectivity of the 
right. In this book, John Feffer speaks to the world’s leading activists 
to show how international leftist campaigns must come together if 
they are to combat the rising tide of the right.

A global Green New Deal, progressive trans-European 
movements, grassroots campaigning on international issues with 
new and improved language and storytelling are all needed if we 
are to pull the planet back from the edge of catastrophe. This book 
is both a warning and an inspiration to activists terrified by the 
strengthening wall of far-right power.

JOHN FEFFER is the director of Foreign Policy In Focus at the 
Institute for Policy Studies. He is the author of Aftershock: A 
Journey through Eastern Europe’s Broken Dreams (Zed, 2017) and 
the novel Splinterlands (Haymarket, 2017).

The far right is creating a Nationalist International, 
and the left must rise to the challenge

September 2021
Pb: £18.99 / ISBN: 9780745341897
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745341880
192pp

The author has interviewed 
some of the world’s leading 
activists, including Vandana 
Shiva, Srecko Horvat, May 
Boeve and Ethan Zuckerman

Engages with the post-Covid-19 
right, including QAnon and the 
anti-vaccine movement

For readers of David Renton, 
Marco Revelli and Chantal 
Mouffe

Politics
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The History of Black Studies

Abdul Alkalimat

A surge of African American enrolment and student activism 
brought Black Studies to many US campuses in the 1960s. Sixty 
years later, Black Studies programmes are taught at more than 
1,300 universities worldwide. This book is the first history of how 
that happened.

Black Studies founder and movement veteran Abdul Alkalimat 
offers a comprehensive history of the discipline that will become a 
key reference for generations to come. Structured in three broadly 
chronological sections - Black Studies as intellectual history; as social 
movement; and as academic profession - the book demonstrates 
how Black people themselves established the field long before its 
institutionalisation in university programmes.

At its heart, Black Studies is profoundly political. Black Power, 
the New Communist Movement, the Black women’s and students’ 
movements – each step in the journey for Black liberation influenced 
and was influenced by this revolutionary discipline.

ABDUL ALKALIMAT is a founder of the field of Black Studies 
and Professor Emeritus at the University of Illinois at Urbana 
Champaign. A lifelong scholar-activist with a PhD from the 
University of Chicago, he has lectured, taught and directed 
academic programmes across the US, the Caribbean, Africa, 
Europe and China. His activism extends from having been 
chair of the Chicago chapter of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in the 1960s, to a co-founder 
of the Black Radical Congress in 1998. He edited H-Afro-Am 
(1997-2014).

A peerless reference guide to the history of Black 
Studies from one of the discipline’s founders

Sociology

October 2021
Pb: £27.99 / ISBN: 9780745344225
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745344232
400pp

Author is a longtime activist 
and helped establish the 
academic field of Black Studies

A must-read for the 7,000+ 
Black Studies faculty in the US 
alone

For readers of Cedric Robinson, 
Paul Gilroy and Patricia Hill 
Collins
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World. All languages
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Kurdish Women’s Stories

Edited by Houzan Mahmoud

Kurdistan has had a tumultuous history, and the women who lived 
there have experienced a life like no other. From Saddam Hussein’s 
reign of terror beginning in the 1960s, to the fight against ISIS 
today, violence, revolution and questions around identity, agency, 
survival and resistance have been at the forefront of women’s lives for 
decades.

This book is a collection of these women’s stories written in 
their own words. Each story reveals a tapestry of experiences, 
including political activism under Saddam and armed resistance in 
Rojava’s PKK and YPG and Komala in Rojhalat. This is in addition 
to experiences of FGM and overcoming victimhood, life under 
extreme conservatism, as well as a look into the work of artists, 
poets, novelists and performers whose work represents a complicated 
relationship with Kurdistan.

These rich and nuanced insights come from a group of women 
from a nation without a state, who are now scattered across the 
world. Collectively, they take the reader on a journey that will inspire 
feminist, anti-fascist and anti-racist people everywhere.

HOUZAN MAHMOUD is a Kurdish feminist, writer, public 
lecturer and anti-war activist. She is the co-founder of 
Culture Project, an online and print magazine that gives a 
platform to Kurdish voices. She has written for the Guardian, 
openDemocracy, Independent and New Statesman.

The stories of women who lived, worked and 
struggled in Kurdistan

January 2021
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745341149
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745341132
240pp

Goes beyond the stereotype of 
the female freedom fighter, or 
victim of war, to reveal a 
nuanced picture of women 
from Kurdistan

Will be read by feminist or 
anti-racist activists looking for 
inspiration

An empowering example of 
women’s liberation from a 
conservative and patriarchal 
region

Politics
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Highlights

The Anti-Capitalist Chronicles

David Harvey

‘A consistent and intelligent voice on the left’
FINANCIAL TIMES

Amidst waves of economic crises, class struggle and neo-fascist 
reaction, few possess the clarity and foresight of world-renowned 
theorist, David Harvey. Since the publication of his bestselling A 
Brief History of Neoliberalism, Harvey has been tracking the evolution 
of the capitalist system as well as tides of radical opposition rising 
against it. In The Anti-Capitalist Chronicles, Harvey introduces 
new ways of understanding the crisis of global capitalism and the 
struggles for a better world.

While accounting for violence and disaster, Harvey also 
chronicles hope and possibility. By way of conversations about 
neoliberalism, capitalism, globalisation, the environment, 
technology and social movements, he outlines, with characteristic 
brilliance, how socialist alternatives are being imagined under very 
difficult circumstances.

In understanding the economic, political and social dimensions 
of the crisis, Harvey’s analysis in The Anti-Capitalist Chronicles will be 
of strategic importance to anyone wanting to both understand and 
change the world.

DAVID HARVEY is one of the most cited authors in the 
humanities and social sciences. A leading theorist in the 
field of urban studies whom Library Journal called ‘one of the 
most influential geographers of the later twentieth century,’ 
he is currently a Distinguished Professor of Anthropology 
and Geography at the Graduate Center of the City University 
of New York. He is the author of many books, including Marx, 
Capital and the Madness of Economic Reason (2017) and A Brief 
History of Neoliberalism (2005).

A new book from one of the most cited authors in 
the humanities and social sciences

October 2020
Pb: £14.99 / ISBN: 9780745342092
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745342085
208pp
Series: Red Letter

Harvey is the bestselling 
Marxist writer in the 
English-speaking world

Light and accessible to the 
non-Marxist reader

Politics
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Spanish, Turkish
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Feminism, Interrupted:
Disrupting Power

Lola Olufemi

‘I was blown away’ 
ANGELA DAVIS

Plastered over t-shirts and tote bags, the word ‘feminist’ has entered 
the mainstream and is fast becoming a popular slogan for our 
generation. But feminism isn’t a commodity up for purchase; it’s a 
weapon for fighting against injustice.
This revolutionary book reclaims feminism from consumerism 
through exploring state violence against women, reproductive 
justice, transmisogyny, sex work, gendered Islamophobia and much 
more, showing that the struggle for gendered liberation is a struggle 
for justice, one that can transform the world for everybody.

LOLA OLUFEMI is a black feminist writer and organiser from 
London. She has written and spoken at numerous events 
about feminism and decolonisation across the country, 
and was a member of the NUS Women’s Campaign and NUS 
National Executive Committee.

Feminism

March 2020 
Pb: £9.99 / ISBN: 9780745340067
144pp
Series: Outspoken by Pluto

RIGHTS SOLD
Rights sold: Italian, Indonesian

It’s time to reclaim a rebellious, radical feminism

‘Reading her is to believe that 
another world is possible.’ 
Nesrine Malik, Guardian

‘A brave manifesto’   
Jacobin



32

Highlights

The Global Police State

William I. Robinson

As the world becomes ever more unequal, people become ever more 
‘disposable’. Today, governments systematically exclude sections of 
their populations from society though heavy-handed policing. But 
it doesn’t always go to plan. William I. Robinson exposes the nature 
and dynamics of this out-of-control system, arguing for the urgency 
of creating a movement capable of overthrowing it.

The global police state uses a variety of ingenious methods of 
control, including mass incarceration, police violence, US-led wars, 
the persecution of immigrants and refugees, and the repression of 
environmental activists. Movements have emerged to combat the 
increasing militarisation, surveillance and social cleansing; however 
many of them appeal to a moral sense of social justice rather than 
addressing its root - global capitalism.

Using shocking data which reveals how far capitalism has 
become a system of repression, Robinson argues that the emerging 
megacities of the world are becoming the battlegrounds where the 
excluded and the oppressed face off against the global police state.

WILLIAM I. ROBINSON is Professor of Sociology, Global 
Studies, and Latin American Studies, at the University of 
California-Santa Barbara. Among his many award-winning 
books are Global Capitalism and the Crisis of Humanity (2014) 
and We Will Not Be Silenced (Pluto, 2017).

A critical look at the terrifying rise in the control of 
‘surplus’ populations

August 2020
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745341644
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745341637
208pp

Covers hot button topics linked 
to political battles raging 
across the world over 
immigration, digitalisation, 
trade and war

Draws upon the work of writers 
such as Nick Srnicek, 
Shoshana Zuboff and Paul 
Mason

Author is one of the leading 
figures in the critical analysis 
of capitalism

Politics
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Hong Kong in Revolt

Au Loong-Yu

Hong Kong is in turmoil, with a new generation of young and 
politically active citizens shaking the regime. From the Umbrella 
Movement in 2014 to the defeat of the Extradition Bill and beyond, 
the protestors’ demands have become more radical, and their actions 
more drastic. Their bravery emboldened the labour movement and 
launched the first successful political strike in half a century, followed 
by the broadening of the democratic movement as a whole.

But the new generation’s aspiration goes far beyond the 
political. It is a generation that strongly associates itself with a Hong 
Kong identity, with inclusivity and openness. This book sets the new 
protest movements within the context of the colonisation, revolution 
and modernisation of China. Au Loong-Yu explores Hong Kong’s 
unique position in this history and the reaction the protests have 
generated on the Mainland.

Looking deeper into the roots and intricacies of the movement, 
the role of ‘Western Values’ vs ‘Communism’ and ‘Hong Kongness’ 
vs ‘Chineseness’, the cultural and political battles are understood 
through a broader geopolitical history. For good or for bad, Hong 
Kong has become one of the battle fields of the great historic contest 
between the US, the UK and China.

AU LOONG-YU is a leading global justice and labour 
campaigner. His most recent book is China’s Rise: Strength 
and Fragility (2012). He is one of the founders of Globalization 
Monitor, a Hong Kong based group which monitors China’s 
labour conditions.

A dive into the tumultuous protests in Hong Kong 
that are forming the identity of a generation

August 2020
Pb: £16.99 / ISBN: 9780745341460
Hb: £75 / ISBN: 9780745341453
160pp

The first book about ongoing 
protests in Hong Kong which 
have hit international news

Author was born in Hong Kong 
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active in the social movements 
there since the 1970s

Politics

RIGHTS
Rights sold: French, 
German, Japanese, 
Portuguese (Brazil)



34

Highlights

RIGHTS
Rights sold: Chinese (simplified 
characters), Finnish, Turkish

Inhuman Power:
Artificial Intelligence and the 
Future of Capitalism

Nick Dyer-Witheford, Atle Mikkola Kjosen 
and James Steinhoff

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has seen major advances in recent 
years. While machines were always central to the Marxist 
analysis of capitalism, AI is a new kind of machine that Marx 
could not have anticipated. Contemporary machine-learning 
AI allows machines to increasingly approach human capacities 
for perception and reasoning in narrow domains. 
 This book explores the relationship between Marxist theory 
and AI through the lenses of different theoretical concepts, 
including surplus-value, labour, the general conditions of 
production, class composition and surplus population. It 
argues against left accelerationism and post-Operaismo 
thinkers, asserting that a deeper analysis of AI produces a more 
complex and disturbing picture of capitalism’s future than has 
previously been identified.
 Inhuman Power argues that on its current trajectory, AI 
represents an ultimate weapon for capital. It will render 
humanity obsolete or turn it into a species of transhumans 
working for a wage until the heat death of the universe; a fate 
that is only avoidable by communist revolution.

NICK DYER-WITHEFORD is an Associate Professor in the 
Faculty of Information and Media Studies at University of 
Western Ontario. He is also author of Cyber-Proletariat (Pluto, 
2015) and Cyber-Marx (University of Illinois, 1999).

ATLE MIKKOLA KJOSEN is Assistant Professor in the Faculty 
of Information and Media Studies at the University of 
Western Ontario. 

JAMES STEINHOFF is a Researcher in the Faculty of 
Information and Media Studies at the University of Western 
Ontario.

What would Marx have made of 
Artificial Intelligence? 
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Wages for Housework:
A History of an International Feminist 
Movement, 1972-77

Louise Toupin

Revolutionary feminism is resurging across the world. But what 
were its origins? In the early 1970s, the International Feminist 
Collective began to organise around the call for recognition of the 
different forms of labour performed by women. They paved the way 
for the influential and controversial feminist campaign ‘Wages for 
Housework’ which made great strides towards driving debates in 
social reproduction and the gendered aspects of labour.

Drawing on extensive archival research, Louise Toupin looks at 
the history of this movement between 1972 and 1977, featuring 
unpublished conversations with some of its founders including Silvia 
Federici and Mariarosa Dalla Costa, as well as activists from Italy, 
Germany, Switzerland, the United States and Canada. Encompassing 
rich theoretical traditions, including autonomism, anti-colonialism 
and feminism, whilst challenging both classical Marxism and the 
mainstream women’s movement, the book highlights the power and 
originality of the campaign.

Among their many innovations, these pathbreaking activists 
approached gender, sexuality, race and class together in a way that 
anticipated intersectionality and had a radical new understanding of 
sex work.

LOUISE TOUPIN taught Political Science at University of 
Quebec in Montreal. She was a member of the Quebec 
Women’s Liberation Front (1969-1971), and co-authored 
numerous anthologies of activist and feminist writings.

A history of the feminist movement that changed 
how we see women’s work forever
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The Death of Homo Economicus:
Work, Debt and the Myth of Endless 
Accumulation

Peter Fleming

In today’s workplaces we work harder and longer, labouring 
under the illusion that this will bring us more wealth. As 
this myth becomes increasingly preposterous, it’s time to 
understand why we believe in it, and where it came from. 

The Death of Homo Economicus explores the origin of this 
oppressive myth, in order to destroy it. The story begins with 
the creation of a fake persona labelled the ‘dollar-hunting 
man’, invented by economists Adam Smith and Friedrich 
Hayek. Today, this persona, driven by competition and ego, 
is used by politicians and managers to draw a veil over the 
terrible reality of work under capitalism. 

Creeping into all aspects of life, the desire to constantly 
compete and accumulate must be resisted if we are to create a 
better way of life for all.

PETER FLEMING is Professor of Organisation Studies at the 
University of Technology, Sydney. He is the author of The 
Mythology of Work (Pluto, 2015).

A sharp analysis of the nature of work under late 
capitalism, revealing the dark side of aspiration and utility 
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Social Reproduction Theory:
Remapping Class, 
Recentering Oppression

Edited by Tithi Bhattacharya

RIGHTS SOLD
Rights sold: Catalan, French, Portuguese 
(Brazil)

This groundbreaking collection explores the profound power 
of Social Reproduction Theory to deepen our understanding of 
everyday life under capitalism. While many Marxists tend to 
focus on the productive economy, this book focuses on issues 
such as child care, health care, education, family life and the 
roles of gender, race and sexuality, all of which are central to 
understanding the relationship between economic exploitation 
and social oppression.

In this book, leading writers such as Lise Vogel, Nancy 
Fraser, David McNally and Susan Ferguson reveal the ways 
in which daily and generational reproductive labour, found in 
households, schools, hospitals and prisons, also sustains the 
drive for accumulation. 

Presenting a more sophisticated alternative to 
intersectionality, these essays provide ideas which have 
important strategic implications for anti-capitalists, anti-
racists and feminists attempting to find a path through the 
seemingly ever more complex world we live in.

TITHI BHATTACHARYA  is a Professor of South Asian History 
at Purdue University, Indiana and the author of The Sentinels 
of Culture: Class, Education, and the Colonial Intellectual in 
Bengal (2005). Her writing has appeared in Electronic Intifada, 
Salon.com, Huffington Post, New Left Review, Mondoweiss, Jacobin, 
Jadaliyya and elsewhere.
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How do childcare, healthcare, education, family life and 
the roles of gender, race and sexuality affect our lives 
under capitalism?
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